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RUNNING ON ANTIQUE FEES . . . 
Tax and License Fees – 1936

Cars



$  5.00

Trucks:  1 ton

$10.00

    4-1/2 to 5 tons
$50.00

Bus



$20.00

Trailers


$10.00

Tractors 5 tons

$25.00

    10 tons


$50.00

Source:  1936 brochure on Taxes and Licenses.


Yes, ladies and gentlemen, the “pushers’ of Amendments 60, 61 and Proposition 101 (“60, 61 and 101”) are attempting to impose on you the citizens of Colorado the ludicrous idea that the Colorado we live in today, the year 2010, should or can operate on taxes and license fees at the same level that existed in 1936.  Can you Colorado citizen have your income or wages cut to 1936 levels, or 1992 for that matter, and maintain your standard of living, put food on the table or provide your family with a roof over its head?  The world we as citizens live in today cannot continue if these three (“60, 61 and 101”) pass.  


To a certain degree, government’s wasteful and pork barrel programs create the political opportunity for such radical movements as those that succeeded in getting “60, 61 and 101” on the 2010 ballot.  Opportunists were laying in wait on these, but hopefully, Colorado voters will educate themselves before falling for the rhetoric being espoused as “tax relief.”  


In this writer’s opinion, an example of wasteful use of transportation dollars are the massive amount of dollars spent on building sound barriers along I-70, I-25 and certain state highways.  Those sound barriers are a convenience to the residents along those corridors and serve no other purpose.  The “in the name of safety” reason the Colorado Department of Transportation is so fond of claiming goes out the window as the barriers are not sufficient to prevent a out-of-control full-size car, SUV or 18-wheeler from breaking through.  

The added detriment of those barriers is that they deny travelers the views of the different communities along said thoroughfares.  Think how far the millions spent on those barriers would go toward repairing and performing needed maintenance on deteriorating bridges and roads in those very same areas where sound barriers were constructed.  Sound barriers should not take priority over essential maintenance of roads and bridges!  


When services are provided such as those related to roads (construction and maintenance of roads and bridges), local needs such as schools, fire and police, water and sewer systems, etc., the actual cost for providing such essential services must come from somewhere – those services cannot be provided without regard to costs.   


The radical if not rabid ideas perpetrated on voters by “60, 61 and 101” have in their root a divisiveness with one sole purpose – return Republicans to office in November 2010, regardless of the consequences to the citizens of Colorado.  

The ploy of “Tax Relief for Colorado” gives new meaning to “wolf in sheep’s clothing.”  Even though, “Mr. Destroy Colorado” David Bruce, has attempted to hide behind issue committees that violated and continue to violate campaign finance laws, “60, 61 and 101” are his handiwork.  


This week’s edition presents the third draft (latest available at deadline time) of Proposition 101, Income, Vehicle and Telecommunication Taxes and Fees that will appear on the November 2010 ballot.  Next week’s edition will cover Amendments 60 and 61.  

Ballot Title:  The amendment to the Colorado Revised Statutes concerning limits on government charges, and, in connection therewith, reducing vehicle ownership taxes over four years to nominal amounts; ending taxes on vehicle rentals and leases; phasing in over four years a $10,000 vehicle sale price tax exemption; setting total yearly registration, license and title charges at $10 per vehicle; repealing other specific vehicle charges, lowering the state income tax rate to 4.5% and phasing in a further reduction in the rate to 3.5%; ending state and local taxes and charges, except 911 charges, on telecommunication service customer accounts; and stating that, with certain specified exceptions, any added charges on vehicles and telecommunication service customer accounts shall be tax increases.  

Text of Proposal:

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:  

Title 39, article 25 of the Colorado Revised Statutes

Reducing government charges 

(1)  Enforcement.  This voter-approved revenue change shall be strictly enforced to reduce government revenue.  It is self-executing, severable, and a matter of statewide concern that overrides conflicting statutes and local laws.  Prevailing plaintiffs only shall have their legal fees and court costs repaid.  The state shall audit yearly compliance with this reform to reduce unfair, complex charges on common basic needs.  

(2)  Vehicle.  Starting January 1, 2011:  (a) All annual specific ownership taxes shall decrease in four equal yearly steps to:  New vehicles, $2: and other vehicles, $1.  All state and local taxes shall cease on vehicle rentals and leases, and on $10,000, reached in four equal yearly steps, of sale prices per vehicle.  Sale rebates are not taxable.  
(b)  All registration, license and title changes combined shall total $10 yearly per vehicle.  Except those charges, and tax, toll, parking, seizure, inspection, and new plate charges, all state and local government charges on vehicles and vehicle uses shall cease.  Except the last six specific charges, added charges shall be tax increases.  

(3)  Income.  In 2011 income tax rate shall be 4.5%.  Later rates shall decrease 0.1% yearly, until reaching 3.5%, in each of the first ten years that yearly income tax revenue net growth exceeds 6%.  
(4)  Telecommunication.  Starting January 1, 2011, except 911 fees at 2009 rates, no charge by, or aiding programs of, the state or local governments shall apply to telephone, pager, cable, television, radio, Internet, computer, satellite, or other telecommunication service customer accounts.  Added charges shall be tax increases.  
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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